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The Buffalo Commons
 

•	 1987 – Deborah and Frank Popper 

•	 Chronicled history of the Great Plains 

•	 Believed homestead and railroad settlement polices 

promoted too much settlement 

•	 Argued that maintenance of current populations 

would require depletion of natural resources and 

subsidization of agriculture 



The Buffalo Commons 

• Reinforced image of the area west of the 


Missouri River as an “Empty Quarter”
 

– Lack of population 

– Marginal economy 

– Vast, dry, treeless distances 
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2010 Census data
 

• 672,591 residents 

– 8,248 African American 

– 36,948 American Indian and Alaska Native 

– 7032 Asian 

– 334 Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander
 

– 10,893 Two or more races 



 

ND Population
 

• 36 of 53 counties are designated as “frontier” 


– Less than 6 people per square mile. 

– Williston is centered in the most remote area of 

the state, less than an hour from MT 



History of ND population
 



 

2014 Census Estimates
 
• 739,482 residents 

– 89.6% white 

– 1.8% African American 

– 5.4% American Indian or Alaska Native 

– 1.2% Asian 

– .1% Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 

– 1.9 % Two or more races 

• 9.7 persons per square mile 



 

 

 

 

“Man rush”
 

•	 Added 100,000 workers since 2009 

•	 Unemployment rate of 2.6% in 2014 

•	 12% population growth over the past 5 years 

–	 Highest in US 

–	 Men account for 2/3 of the growth 

•	 Williston and Watford City have officially doubled 

–	 Williston locals say they think the population was closer to 60,000 at 

the end of last year. 

•	 Others estimate there will be 200,000 people in the region 



Historical “Man rushes”
 

• Colorado silver rush 

– 1870 to 1880 

– Population quintupled 

– 448% increase in number of men 

• Alaskan oil rush 

– 1970 to 1980 

– 46% increase in female population 

– 31% increase in male population 



The North Dakota “Boom”
 



 

 

  

The Bakken
 

• Bakken Formation 

– Occupies 200,000 square miles of the Williston 

Basin 

– 2008 – USGS estimated the amount of 

recoverable oil using existing technology at 3.0 to 

4.3 million barrels 

• Updated estimate in 2013 to 7.4 billion barrels
 



The Bakken
 

•	 Use of hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking” cause a 

production boom going back to early 2000’s 

•	 “break even” price of oil estimated at $40/barrel
 

•	 Majority of the Bakken oil production has 

occurred in ND, but also extends into Montana, 

Saskatchewan and Manitoba 



The Bakken
 



 

  

 

 

Economic Impact
 

•	 North Dakota ranked 38th in per capita GDP in 2001, now has per 

capita GDP that is 29% higher than national average 

•	 By 2012, income from oil royalties was reportedly paying local 

landowners income ranging from $50,000 to $100,000 per month 

•	 UND Center for Innovation estimated that the boom was creating 

2,000 millionaires per year 

•	 Average income in Mountrail County more than doubled since start 

of boom. 

•	 ND government acquired a billion dollar budget surplus 



Economic Impact
 



Economic Impact
 



 

Economic Impact
 

• North Dakota’s June 2015 unemployment rate 

was 3.2 percent. The unemployment rate for the 

four core oil and gas producing counties was 2.4 

percent while the unemployment rate for the 

thirteen balance oil and gas producing counties 

was 3.5 percent. 



 

 

Economic Impact
 

•	 There were 19,173 online job openings in North Dakota in July 

2015. 

•	 The rate of active resumés per job opening ranged from 0.4 in non 

oil and gas producing counties to 0.7 in the balance of oil and gas 

producing counties. 

–	 A rate less than 1 indicates more job openings than local active 

resumés. 

•	 US Dep’t of Commerce estimate per-capita personal income in 

Williston over $115,000 
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Experiencing the Bakken
 

• BOOM 

– iEmpathize 

– Came to ND in summer of 2013, embedded as a 

truck driver 



BOOM
 



 

 

 

 

“Oilfield Trash”
 

•	 Prof. Tim Pippert conducted interviews with over 80 Bakken 

resident between 2012 and 2014 

•	 Counted 47 different license plates during research in remote 

Bakken region 

•	 Respondents identified three main impacts of boom: 

–	 Felt less safe 

–	 Created a housing crisis (highest rent in the nation) 

• 700 sq. ft. apartment = $2300/month 

–	 Residents knew “who to blame” for the problems 



“Have you been to Walmart?”
 

•	 Walmart was continually referenced as 

characteristic of what had “gone wrong” with 

Williston 

•	 Sherri Arnold abduction and murder solidified 

a sense of fear among long term residents 



Who is to blame?
 

•	 Residents in the study consistently placed blame 

on the oilfield workers 

•	 Not directed at economic and policy leaders who 

had set tone for breakneck pace of development 

• Pervasive perception that newcomers do not 


respect the land or the long time residents
 



   

–  

–

–

–

Crime
 
•	 Overall, violent crime (murder, aggravated assault, forcible rape, and robbery) 

increased by 125% between 2005 and 2013, according to the state's Uniform 

Crime Reports. 

•	 In Williston, calls to the police went from 4,163 in 2006 to 15,954 in 2011. 

•	 In nearby Watford City, from 41 to 3,938 in that same time frame. 

•	 FBI announced it would open a new permanent office in Williston. 

•	 Personal, property and society offenses, increases statewide: 

9.6% from 2010 to 2011 

10.8% from 2011 to 2012 

3.1% from 2012 to 2013 

6.8 % from 2013 to 2014 



Crimes Against Society
 
•	 Drug/narcotics, prostitution, weapons, 

gambling, pornography/obscenity, increases: 

–	 2010 to 2011: 26.2% 

–	 2011 to 2012: 16.9% 

–	 2012 to 2013: 9.8% 

–	 2013 to 2014: 23.1% 



Impact on law enforcement
 



Volume of Court filings
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North Central Judicial District
 



Northwest Judicial District
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Prostitution-related offenses
 

• Prostitution: • Assisting/Promoting 

– 2010: 0 – 2010: 9 

– 2011: 15 – 2011: 16 

– 2012: 30 – 2012: 19 

– 2013: 33 – 2013: 38 



Demand
 



DEMAND
 



Demand
 



BOOM
 



Turning the corner
 



USAOND
 

Operation Vigilant Guardian
 

Fall/Winter 2013-14
 



Demand
 

Detectives posed as someone selling a 14-year­

old girl on classified websites and arrested 

interested buyers. One weekend in Williston, 

police arrested three men; two weeks later, they 

arrested 11 in Dickinson, a town of roughly 

25,000 located about two hours away. 



North Dakota Demand
 
• John’s stings taking place in ND 
• Statewide 
• Minot 
• Bismarck 
• Grand Forks 
• Dickinson 
• Williston 

• Demand is thriving in ND communities
 
• Operations terminate early – 
• Why? 



Morsette Case – summer 2012
 



 

Response
 

•	 USAO cites uncovering amount of demand as 

inciting an office-wide focus on human 

trafficking 

•	 Brings in Ramsey Co attorney and advocates 

from MN 



 

  

 

Service providers
 

•	 Began reporting to state coalition that they are seeing increasing 

numbers of commercially exploited women turning up at their 

programs 

•	 Consistently at or near capacity 

•	 Williston's battered-women shelter reported a 300 percent 

increase in victims between 2009 and 2011. 

•	 Seeing increased levels of violence, indicative of new drug 

shipments arriving in town 

•	 Pervasive drug use – predominantly meth and heroin 



Service Providers
 



Service Providers
 



Service Providers
 



 

 

 

Indicators
 

•	 Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault advocates reported: 

–	 a 16-year-old sold by her mother for drug money, 

–	 a young woman with "property of" and a man's name tattooed across 

her chest. 

–	 Women using the shelters to recruit others to work for their pimps. 

•	 A Sergeant from Minneapolis began monitoring Backpage ads, 

finding that 70% of the ads had been placed in a different state 

within the last week 



 

–

 

 

  

 

  

 

Native populations
 

•	 Reports in 2010 and 2011 of a boyfriend or friend telling women and girls, “Let’s 

go to North Dakota over the weekend and make some money.” 

Suzann Koepplinger, former Director, MIWRC 

•	 “Because of poverty and high rates of mobility with Native people, it’s not unusual 

for them to go up to White Earth for a party and then say, ‘Let’s just buzz over to 

North Dakota and see a friend of mine,’ and then she’s gang-raped over there,” 

•	 Since 2010, Indian girls in Minnesota have reported to service providers that 

family members or friends have tried to talk them into going to North Dakota 

•	 Girls go missing and then show up in the North Dakota child protection system, or 

are picked up by law enforcement in Williston, Minot 



BOOM
 



 Need for a Coordinated Response
 

•	 Scattered response, happening across large, 

rural area 

•	 Lack of capacity 

•	 Concern identified first within non-profit 

sector, began laying ground work for 

coordinated response. 



State Coalition formed 


•	 Formed in summer 2014 

•	 FUSE – a Force to End Human Sexual Exploitation – is 

the statewide anti-trafficking coalition in North 

Dakota. FUSE is a space for advocates, direct service 

providers, law enforcement, and allied partners who 

are seeking to develop and implement a coordinated, 

comprehensive response to the sex trafficking crisis in 

North Dakota. 



 

  

ND Human Trafficking Task 

Force
 

•	 USDOJ funded task force lead by North Dakota 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the US 
Attorney’s Office for North Dakota, and CAWS – 
the statewide domestic violence/sexual assault 
coalition 
•	 Tasked with proactive law enforcement 

investigations and provision of comprehensive 
services to victims of labor and sex trafficking 
•	 Direct Services staff 



 

North Dakota Human 

Trafficking Task Force
 

•	 $1.5M Federal Funds, $500K match funds 

•	 3 year grant period 

•	 Director, 3 “navigators”, 1 BCI tech 

•	 Work with local LE affiliates and service providers in ND 

•	 Grant funds to local service providers to provide comprehensive 

services 

•	 Statewide 24/7 crisis response 

•	 Data collection 

•	 Training/TA 



–
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ND Human Trafficking 

Task Force
 

•	 3 Navigators Cover entire all of ND 

•	 Are available as a supportive resource if/when trafficking or suspected trafficking 

victims are identified; will provide supportive case management (some direct case 

management) and help connect with services 

•	 Navigator will provide referral and supportive case management services, 

education and community outreach, and development of, or training and 

technical assistance for, local multi disciplinary teams in their region 

•	 Develop and coordinate MDT meetings 

•	 MDT’s meeting in 9 communities 

•	 Developing 2 additional communities 

•	 Encouraging emergency protocol, case debriefing 



  

State funding
 

•	 Distributed $1.25 M in funds for victim 

services 

–	 Grants were made to different NGO’s across the 

state to provide comprehensive services and 

support advocacy position 



–  

–
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–

–

– - -

–

–
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Navigators
 

• Northwest/Northcentral Region 

Sara Eastman 

seastman_yworks@midconetwork.com 

701 595 2344 

• Southwest/Southcentral Region 

Amy Jacobson 

jacobson_yworks@midconetwork.com 

701 595 2112 

• Northeast/Southeast Region 

Melissa Williams 

mwilliams@youthworksnd.org 

701 595 4604 

mailto:seastman_yworks@midconetwork.com
mailto:Jacobson_yworks@midconetwork.com
mailto:mwilliams@youthworksnd.org
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NORTH DAKOTA HUMAN TRAFFICKING TASK FORCE-RAPID INDICATOR GUIDE 

In North Dakota, a person 1s a victim or human trafficking 11 1) en edull 1s compelled by a third party to 
pert1c1pate In commercial sex through deception or coercion. 2) a minor 1s made available by a third party 
ror the purpose or engaging In commercial sexual activity, or 3) II someone knowingly uses coercion to 
compel an Individual lo provide labor or services. NDCC §§ 12.1-41-03(1), 04(1)(a). A minor CANNOT 
legally consent to commercial Hx or prostitution, 10 any dlaclosed or apparent participation In 
commercial sex or prostitution by a minor Is a HIGH RISK INDICATOR OF TRAFFICKING. 

This guide olfors some signs to look and listen lor that Indicate a person may bo a victim or trafficking, or 
Is el risk of being trelficked. INCLUDING THIS GUIDE IN A PERSON'S FILE WITH PERSONALLY 
IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION COULD EXPOSE THEM TO CRIMINAL LIABILITY A person suspected 
of being trafficked should be provided a more comprehensive screening and/or a referral for specialized 
services. 

INDICATORS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING: 

Is the person involved (or do you suspect involvement) 1n providing commercial sex acts in exchange for 
money. drugs, food, sheller or other things with a monetary value? 

Is the person homeless or unable to lden~fy his/her permanent residence or current location, and is this 
Inability not explained by familial homelessness?·· 

Has the person been/ls the person currently In the company of adults. peers or a significant other In an 
unusual or controlling circumstance? (speaking for them. constantly present, etc.) 

Does the person possess money, a cell phone, hotel keys, or other personal Items that he or she does not 
have the resources lo obtain? Does the person show signs of expensive personal services (manicure, hair 
colonng, etc.) that he/she does not have the resources to obtain? Are they without a convincing 
explanation of how they obtained the goods/services? 

Is someone other than the person or the person's parent or guardian In control of his or her Identification, 
money, passport, or other personal items? 

Does the person have tattoos that show ownership and/or lhal he/she does not have an explanation 
for? (e.g • daddy's girl, property of someone's name, symbols, etc.) 

Is tho person suspected or confirmed to bo a minor? If so. docs the minor have a history of 3 or more 
runaways or AWOLS In the lest year, or a history of~ absence/truancy from school or any 
permanent residence?·· 

Has the person been asked to work In exchange for servlces/houslnQ/lools Instead of getting paid? 

~t he person received nopa1check for their work or on!}' been paid In cash? (Indicate) _ 

Docs tho person lack logal Immigration status? Has tho threat of arrest or deportation boon mado against 
~orson? -
Do you have any other reason to believe the person may be a trafficking victim (sex or 18bor)? (i.e .. 
Information obtained In screening, multiple STl's/sexual partners, LGBTO runaway. vocabulary-"Daddy, 
wifey. trick, the game. the hie. folks", etc.) 

REFERRAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
The more indicators that are present, the greater the risk or likelihood of tralficklng If the indicators above 
aro prosont, ploaso mako tho appropriate roforral , basod on tho following instructions· 

If you believe the person Is In Imminent danger contact your loc•t law enforcement or dl•I 911 

If tho person is a minor, and child abuse or neglect Is suspoctod, contact your county social 
services agency. 

If the person Is a minor, and human trafficking la suspected, contact 1) your county social 
services agency, and 2) the appropnalo regional Navigator. based on the attached sorvicos map. 

If the person Is an adult, and human trafficking Is suspected, contact the appropriate regional 
Navigator, based on tho attached sorvlcos map 

For Training and Technical Assistance In using this guide. contact the North Dakota Human Traffick.!!lg 

Iask_Forco aUQl-934-5593 Qr_at christina@projoctfus~ 




 

 

 

  

 

Youthworks host home 

Program
 

•	 2 year demonstration grant – HHS/ACF/FYSB 

•	 Recruitment, licensing, training and support of human 

trafficking specific host homes across North Dakota 

•	 Provide a stable and supportive environment for youth at 

high risk of human trafficking 

•	 Placement lengths vary from a few days to several weeks 

•	 Dedicated intensive case management and community 

organizing around victim centered services 



 

Youthworks host home locations
 

• Licensed: 

– Stanley 

– Minot 

– Devils Lake 

– West Fargo 

• Under Development: 

– Moorhead 

– Grand Forks 

– Williston 



 

–

Initial Data
 

At least 150 victims served in 2014 

733 ads posted statewide in 5 days 

369 – 
Fargo/Moorhead 

27 – Grand Forks 105 – Bismarck 
232 – Minot (includes 

Bakken cities) 

Backpage Ads 

April 29 May 3, 2015 



 

New data – Western ND
 

Number of youth 
placed in STCAC 

• 5 

Number of youth 
placed in host 
homes: 

• 1 

Number of adults in 
housing: 

• 1 

Number of young 
adults in TLP 
housing: 

• 4 

Days of shelter 
provided: 

• 310 

Number of 
safe/appropriate 
exits: 

• 5 

Case management: 

• Youth: 4 

• Adult: 2 

Info & Referral 
Contact: 

• Youth: 7 

• Adult: 11 



Youth receiving direct services 

New Data: Western ND
 

• 7 

Adults receiving direct services 

• 6 

ND resident victims receiving services or referrals 

• 19 

Out of state victims receiving services or referrals 

• 12 



 

 

 

New Data – Eastern ND 


Number of youth 
placed in STCAC 

• 9 

Number of youth 
placed in host 
homes: 

• 1 

Number of young 
adults in TLP 
housing: 

• 0 

Number of Adults in 
Housing: 

• Covered in YWCA data 

Days of shelter 
provided: 

• 158 

Number of 
safe/appropriate 
exits: 

• 21 

Case management: 

• Youth: 6 

• Adult: 14 

Info & Referral 
Contact: 

• Youth: 2 

• Adult: 7 



New Data – Eastern ND
 

Youth receiving direct services 

• 15 

Adults receiving direct services 

• 15 

ND resident victims receiving services or referrals 

• 18 

Out of state victims receiving services or referrals 

• 9 



Progress
 















– –  –

–   –

– –  –

–  –  –

–  – –  

– – – –

–  – - –

–  –  –  -

–  –  –

Additional Prosecutions
 
•	 Other recent cases: 

Rasheda Ross (Milwaukee) felony Human Trafficking Williams County, charges pending 

Charles Norton, Rasheed Abdul Rahim, felony Human Trafficking Williams County, charges pending 

Shakira McClinton (Milwaukee) felony Human Trafficking Ward County, charges pending 

Kevin Fleming, Tayari Meadows (Las Vegas) felony Human Trafficking of a minor Ward County, charges 

pending 

Trina Nguyen (CA) and Loc Tran (CA) US District Court Sentenced in August to 4 yrs, 2 mos and 2 years, 

respectively 

Keith Graves Human trafficking US District Court charges pending 

Prince Jones and Eyeesha Hinton Human trafficking of a minor Clay County, MN Sentenced to 18 years 

and 4 years, respectively 

Willie Navy felony human trafficking Clay county, MN/US District Court entered Plea agreement 

Steven Ezeofor (Las Vegas) felony human trafficking Burleigh County 



Moving forward
 

•	 Continuing to engage new actors 

–	 Hospitality 

–	 Oil 

•	 Developing John’s School curriculum 

•	 Continuing to develop public policy agenda 

•	 Rolling out web trainings Continuing collaborations 

with NDDHS, USAO, AG 
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	Personal, property and society offenses, increases statewide: 9.6% from 2010 to 2011 10.8% from 2011 to 2012 3.1% from 2012 to 2013 


	6.8 % from 2013 to 2014 
	6.8 % from 2013 to 2014 
	Crimes Against Society. 
	•. Drug/narcotics, prostitution, weapons, gambling, pornography/obscenity, increases: 
	–. 
	–. 
	–. 
	2010 to 2011: 26.2% 

	–. 
	–. 
	2011 to 2012: 16.9% 

	–. 
	–. 
	2012 to 2013: 9.8% 

	–. 
	–. 
	2013 to 2014: 23.1% 


	Impact on law enforcement. 
	Figure
	Volume of Court filings. 
	Figure
	North Central Judicial District. 
	Figure
	Northwest Judicial District. 
	Figure
	McKenzie County. 
	Figure
	Williams County. 
	Figure
	Prostitution-related offenses. 
	• Prostitution: 
	• Prostitution: 
	• Prostitution: 
	• Assisting/Promoting 

	– 2010: 0 
	– 2010: 0 
	– 2010: 9 

	– 2011: 15 
	– 2011: 15 
	– 2011: 16 

	– 2012: 30 
	– 2012: 30 
	– 2012: 19 

	– 2013: 33 
	– 2013: 33 
	– 2013: 38 


	Demand. 
	Figure
	DEMAND. 
	Figure
	Demand. 
	Figure
	BOOM. 
	Figure
	Turning the corner. 
	Figure
	Figure
	USAOND. 
	Operation Vigilant Guardian. Fall/Winter 2013-14. 
	Demand. 
	Detectives posed as someone selling a 14-year­old girl on classified websites and arrested interested buyers. One weekend in Williston, police arrested three men; two weeks later, they arrested 11 in Dickinson, a town of roughly 25,000 located about two hours away. 
	North Dakota Demand. 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	John’s stings taking place in ND 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	Statewide 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	Minot 

	• 
	• 
	Bismarck 

	• 
	• 
	Grand Forks 

	• 
	• 
	Dickinson 

	• 
	• 
	Williston 



	• 
	• 
	Demand is thriving in ND communities. 

	• 
	• 
	Operations terminate early – 


	• Why? 
	Morsette Case – summer 2012. 
	Figure
	Response. 
	•. 
	•. 
	•. 
	USAO cites uncovering amount of demand as inciting an office-wide focus on human trafficking 

	•. 
	•. 
	Brings in Ramsey Co attorney and advocates from MN 


	Service providers. 
	•. 
	•. 
	•. 
	Began reporting to state coalition that they are seeing increasing numbers of commercially exploited women turning up at their programs 

	•. 
	•. 
	Consistently at or near capacity 

	•. 
	•. 
	Williston's battered-women shelter reported a 300 percent increase in victims between 2009 and 2011. 

	•. 
	•. 
	Seeing increased levels of violence, indicative of new drug shipments arriving in town 

	•. 
	•. 
	Pervasive drug use – predominantly meth and heroin 


	Service Providers. 
	Figure
	Service Providers. 
	Figure
	Service Providers. 
	Figure
	Indicators. 
	•. 
	•. 
	•. 
	•. 
	Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault advocates reported: 

	–. 
	–. 
	–. 
	a 16-year-old sold by her mother for drug money, 

	–. 
	–. 
	a young woman with "property of" and a man's name tattooed across her chest. 

	–. 
	–. 
	Women using the shelters to recruit others to work for their pimps. 



	•. 
	•. 
	A Sergeant from Minneapolis began monitoring Backpage ads, finding that 70% of the ads had been placed in a different state within the last week 


	Native populations. 
	•. Reports in 2010 and 2011 of a boyfriend or friend telling women and girls, “Let’s go to North Dakota over the weekend and make some money.” 
	Suzann Koepplinger, former Director, MIWRC 
	•. 
	•. 
	•. 
	“Because of poverty and high rates of mobility with Native people, it’s not unusual for them to go up to White Earth for a party and then say, ‘Let’s just buzz over to North Dakota and see a friend of mine,’ and then she’s gang-raped over there,” 

	•. 
	•. 
	Since 2010, Indian girls in Minnesota have reported to service providers that family members or friends have tried to talk them into going to North Dakota 

	•. 
	•. 
	Girls go missing and then show up in the North Dakota child protection system, or are picked up by law enforcement in Williston, Minot 


	BOOM. 
	Figure

	Need for a Coordinated Response. 
	Need for a Coordinated Response. 
	•. 
	•. 
	•. 
	Scattered response, happening across large, rural area 

	•. 
	•. 
	Lack of capacity 

	•. 
	•. 
	Concern identified first within non-profit sector, began laying ground work for coordinated response. 

	•. 
	•. 
	Formed in summer 2014 

	•. 
	•. 
	FUSE – a Force to End Human Sexual Exploitation – is the statewide anti-trafficking coalition in North Dakota. FUSE is a space for advocates, direct service providers, law enforcement, and allied partners who are seeking to develop and implement a coordinated, comprehensive response to the sex trafficking crisis in North Dakota. 


	State Coalition formed .
	ND Human Trafficking Task .Force. 
	•. USDOJ funded task force lead by North Dakota Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the US Attorney’s Office for North Dakota, and CAWS – the statewide domestic violence/sexual assault coalition 
	•. 
	•. 
	•. 
	Tasked with proactive law enforcement investigations and provision of comprehensive services to victims of labor and sex trafficking 

	•. 
	•. 
	Direct Services staff 


	North Dakota Human .Trafficking Task Force. 
	•. 
	•. 
	•. 
	$1.5M Federal Funds, $500K match funds 

	•. 
	•. 
	3 year grant period 

	•. 
	•. 
	Director, 3 “navigators”, 1 BCI tech 

	•. 
	•. 
	Work with local LE affiliates and service providers in ND 

	•. 
	•. 
	Grant funds to local service providers to provide comprehensive services 

	•. 
	•. 
	Statewide 24/7 crisis response 

	•. 
	•. 
	Data collection 

	•. 
	•. 
	Training/TA 


	ND Human Trafficking .Task Force. 
	•. 
	•. 
	•. 
	3 Navigators Cover entire all of ND 

	•. 
	•. 
	•. 
	Are available as a supportive resource if/when trafficking or suspected trafficking victims are identified; will provide supportive case management (some direct case management) and help connect with services 

	•. Navigator will provide referral and supportive case management services, education and community outreach, and development of, or training and technical assistance for, local multi disciplinary teams in their region 

	•. 
	•. 
	•. 
	Develop and coordinate MDT meetings 

	•. 
	•. 
	•. 
	•. 
	MDT’s meeting in 9 communities 

	•. Developing 2 additional communities 

	•. 
	•. 
	Encouraging emergency protocol, case debriefing 




	State funding. 
	•. Distributed $1.25 M in funds for victim services 
	–. Grants were made to different NGO’s across the 
	state to provide comprehensive services and support advocacy position 
	Navigators. 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Northwest/Northcentral Region Sara Eastman 

	TR
	seastman_yworks@midconetwork.com 701 595 2344 
	seastman_yworks@midconetwork.com 701 595 2344 


	• 
	• 
	Southwest/Southcentral Region Amy Jacobson jacobson_yworks@midconetwork.com 701 595 2112 
	Southwest/Southcentral Region Amy Jacobson jacobson_yworks@midconetwork.com 701 595 2112 


	• 
	• 
	Northeast/Southeast Region Melissa Williams 

	TR
	mwilliams@youthworksnd.org 701 595 4604 
	mwilliams@youthworksnd.org 701 595 4604 
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	NORTH DAKOTA HUMAN TRAFFICKING TASK FORCE-RAPID INDICATOR GUIDE 
	In North Dakota, a person 1s a victim or human trafficking 11 1) en edull 1s compelled by a third party to pert1c1pate In commercial sex through deception or coercion. 2) a minor 1s made available by a third party ror the purpose or engaging In commercial sexual activity, or 3) II someone knowingly uses coercion to compel an Individual lo provide labor or services. NDCC §§ 12.1-41-03(1), 04(1)(a). A minor CANNOT legally consent to commercial Hx or prostitution, 10 any dlaclosed or apparent participation In 
	This guide olfors some signs to look and listen lor that Indicate a person may bo a victim or trafficking, or Is el risk of being trelficked. INCLUDING THIS GUIDE IN A PERSON'S FILE WITH PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION COULD EXPOSE THEM TO CRIMINAL LIABILITY A person suspected of being trafficked should be provided a more comprehensive screening and/or a referral for specialized services. 
	INDICATORS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING: 
	INDICATORS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING: 
	INDICATORS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING: 

	Is the person involved (or do you suspect involvement) 1n providing commercial sex acts in exchange for money. drugs, food, sheller or other things with a monetary value? 
	Is the person involved (or do you suspect involvement) 1n providing commercial sex acts in exchange for money. drugs, food, sheller or other things with a monetary value? 

	Is the person homeless or unable to lden~fy his/her permanent residence or current location, and is this Inability not explained by familial homelessness?·· 
	Is the person homeless or unable to lden~fy his/her permanent residence or current location, and is this Inability not explained by familial homelessness?·· 

	Has the person been/ls the person currently In the company of adults. peers or a significant other In an unusual or controlling circumstance? (speaking for them. constantly present, etc.) 
	Has the person been/ls the person currently In the company of adults. peers or a significant other In an unusual or controlling circumstance? (speaking for them. constantly present, etc.) 

	Does the person possess money, a cell phone, hotel keys, or other personal Items that he or she does not have the resources lo obtain? Does the person show signs of expensive personal services (manicure, hair colonng, etc.) that he/she does not have the resources to obtain? Are they without a convincing explanation of how they obtained the goods/services? 
	Does the person possess money, a cell phone, hotel keys, or other personal Items that he or she does not have the resources lo obtain? Does the person show signs of expensive personal services (manicure, hair colonng, etc.) that he/she does not have the resources to obtain? Are they without a convincing explanation of how they obtained the goods/services? 

	Is someone other than the person or the person's parent or guardian In control of his or her Identification, money, passport, or other personal items? 
	Is someone other than the person or the person's parent or guardian In control of his or her Identification, money, passport, or other personal items? 

	Does the person have tattoos that show ownership and/or lhal he/she does not have an explanation for? (e.g • daddy's girl, property of someone's name, symbols, etc.) 
	Does the person have tattoos that show ownership and/or lhal he/she does not have an explanation for? (e.g • daddy's girl, property of someone's name, symbols, etc.) 

	Is tho person suspected or confirmed to bo a minor? If so. docs the minor have a history of 3 or more runaways or AWOLS In the lest year, or a history of~absence/truancy from school or any permanent residence?·· 
	Is tho person suspected or confirmed to bo a minor? If so. docs the minor have a history of 3 or more runaways or AWOLS In the lest year, or a history of~absence/truancy from school or any permanent residence?·· 

	Has the person been asked to work In exchange for servlces/houslnQ/lools Instead of getting paid? 
	Has the person been asked to work In exchange for servlces/houslnQ/lools Instead of getting paid? 

	~t he person received nopa1check for their work or on!}' been paid In cash? (Indicate) _ Docs tho person lack logal Immigration status? Has tho threat of arrest or deportation boon mado against ~orson? -Do you have any other reason to believe the person may be a trafficking victim (sex or 18bor)? (i.e .. Information obtained In screening, multiple STl's/sexual partners, LGBTO runaway. vocabulary-"Daddy, wifey. trick, the game. the hie. folks", etc.) 
	~t he person received nopa1check for their work or on!}' been paid In cash? (Indicate) _ Docs tho person lack logal Immigration status? Has tho threat of arrest or deportation boon mado against ~orson? -Do you have any other reason to believe the person may be a trafficking victim (sex or 18bor)? (i.e .. Information obtained In screening, multiple STl's/sexual partners, LGBTO runaway. vocabulary-"Daddy, wifey. trick, the game. the hie. folks", etc.) 


	REFERRAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
	The more indicators that are present, the greater the risk or likelihood of tralficklng If the indicators above 
	aro prosont, ploaso mako tho appropriate roforral, basod on tho following instructions· 
	If you believe the person Is In Imminent danger contact your loc•t law enforcement or dl•I 911 
	If tho person is a minor, and child abuse or neglect Is suspoctod, contact your county social services agency. 
	If the person Is a minor, and human trafficking la suspected, contact 1) your county social services agency, and 2) the appropnalo regional Navigator. based on the attached sorvicos map. 
	If the person Is an adult, and human trafficking Is suspected, contact the appropriate regional Navigator, based on tho attached sorvlcos map 
	For Training and Technical Assistance In using this guide. contact the North Dakota Human Traffick.!!lg .Iask_Forco aUQl-934-5593 Qr_at christina@projoctfus~ .
	Youthworks host home .Program. 
	•. 
	•. 
	•. 
	2 year demonstration grant – HHS/ACF/FYSB 

	•. 
	•. 
	Recruitment, licensing, training and support of human trafficking specific host homes across North Dakota 

	•. 
	•. 
	Provide a stable and supportive environment for youth at high risk of human trafficking 

	•. 
	•. 
	Placement lengths vary from a few days to several weeks 

	•. 
	•. 
	Dedicated intensive case management and community organizing around victim centered services 



	Youthworks host home locations. 
	Youthworks host home locations. 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Licensed: 

	– 
	– 
	– 
	Stanley 

	– 
	– 
	Minot 

	– 
	– 
	Devils Lake 

	– 
	– 
	West Fargo 



	• 
	• 
	• 
	Under Development: 

	– 
	– 
	– 
	Moorhead 

	– 
	– 
	Grand Forks 

	– 
	– 
	Williston 




	Initial Data. 
	At least 150 victims served in 2014 733 ads posted statewide in 5 days 369 – Fargo/Moorhead 27 – Grand Forks 105 – Bismarck 232 – Minot (includes Bakken cities) Backpage Ads April 29 May 3, 2015 
	New data – Western ND. 
	Number of youth placed in STCAC • 5 
	Number of youth placed in host homes: • 1 
	Number of adults in housing: • 1 
	Number of young adults in TLP housing: • 4 
	Days of shelter provided: • 310 
	Number of safe/appropriate exits: • 5 
	Case management: • Youth: 4 • Adult: 2 Info & Referral Contact: • Youth: 7 • Adult: 11 
	Youth receiving direct services 
	New Data: Western ND. 
	• 7 
	Adults receiving direct services 
	• 6 
	Figure
	ND resident victims receiving services or referrals 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	19 

	• 
	• 
	12 


	Figure
	Out of state victims receiving services or referrals 
	Figure
	New Data – Eastern ND .
	Number of youth placed in STCAC • 9 
	Number of youth placed in host homes: • 1 Number of young adults in TLP housing: • 0 
	Number of Adults in Housing: • Covered in YWCA data Days of shelter provided: • 158 Number of safe/appropriate exits: • 21 
	Case management: • Youth: 6 • Adult: 14 
	Info & Referral Contact: • Youth: 2 • Adult: 7 
	New Data – Eastern ND. 
	Youth receiving direct services • 15 Adults receiving direct services • 15 ND resident victims receiving services or referrals • 18 Out of state victims receiving services or referrals • 9 
	Progress. 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Additional Prosecutions. 
	•. Other recent cases: Rasheda Ross (Milwaukee) felony Human Trafficking Williams County, charges pending Charles Norton, Rasheed Abdul Rahim, felony Human Trafficking Williams County, charges pending Shakira McClinton (Milwaukee) felony Human Trafficking Ward County, charges pending Kevin Fleming, Tayari Meadows (Las Vegas) felony Human Trafficking of a minor Ward County, charges 
	pending 
	Trina Nguyen (CA) and Loc Tran (CA) US District Court Sentenced in August to 4 yrs, 2 mos and 2 years, respectively Keith Graves Human trafficking US District Court charges pending Prince Jones and Eyeesha Hinton Human trafficking of a minor Clay County, MN Sentenced to 18 years 
	and 4 years, respectively Willie Navy felony human trafficking Clay county, MN/US District Court entered Plea agreement Steven Ezeofor (Las Vegas) felony human trafficking Burleigh County 
	Moving forward. 
	•. 
	•. 
	•. 
	•. 
	Continuing to engage new actors 

	–. 
	–. 
	–. 
	Hospitality 

	–. 
	–. 
	Oil 



	•. 
	•. 
	Developing John’s School curriculum 

	•. 
	•. 
	Continuing to develop public policy agenda 

	•. 
	•. 
	Rolling out web trainings Continuing collaborations with NDDHS, USAO, AG 






